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Tu Þ i 17 1 that layeth up Treaſure for ML 1 
0 WE id. it n e 


1 H E bale Context, raking it up at the 

| Fifteenth Verſe, runs thus: And he ſaid 

6 . unto them, Take heed and. bonne af Cove- 
' touſneſs: for a Man's Life conſiſteth not in 


5 the Abundance of the things that he poſſeſſeth. | And 
5 pale a Parable unto them, ſaying, The Ground of @ -- - 
certain rich Man brought forth. Plentifully. And 
he thought within himſelf,” ſaying, What fall Ido, 
? Incenſe I have 0 Raow 10 beſtow mY Fruits? Aud ; 
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he ſaid, "This ai I Jo: I will ill hos: my r 
and build greater; and there will I beftow all m 
Fruits aud my Goods. And I will ſay to my Soul, 
Soul, thou haſt much Goods” laid up for many Teats 5 
take thine Eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry. But God 
| ſaid unto him, Thou Fool, this Nig ht thy Soul foall 


be required of thee: then. whoſe frat thoſe things be 
. which thou haſt provided i ? So is be that layeth up 


Treaſure. for himſelf, and is not rich towards God. 
In which Paſſage our Saytour's main Deſign appears 
to be to lay in a Caution againſt Covetouſneſs, or 
Workdlinefs of Mind; alledging, as a fufficient Rea- 
fon againſt it, that a Man depends not, either for 
his Being or Well-being, upon the Superfluity of 
his Riches. | And, to give Lie to this Reaſon by . 
Example, he pr opoſe, by way of Parable, a very 
extraordinary Cafe of a rich Man growing ſtill richer 
and richer, even to Satiety : inſomuch that his very 
Abundance became a Burden to him; and he was 
at a Loſs how to beſtow the huge Maſs of Wealth 
that he had got together. At laſt he viſely, as he 
thinks, reſolves to enlarge his Barns and Store» 
houſes, and provide himlelf of all Conveniencies; 
and upon that Thought he gives his Soul a Avietus 
from all Cares, and promiſes himſelf many a fair 
| Year to come, and all jocund and pleaſurable as 
Heart could -wiſh. Ia ü the mean while he made 


little 
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lle 1 of the — of Lie; lied did 
he conſider, that (if God had ſo dwech he muſt 
yield it up before the next ard dawn'd, and leave 
| his much-beloved Way th to be e polled and en- 
joy d by Another. 
A becauſe this is a + Thing 1 may W at 
any time, and for ſome ſpecial Reaſons of Pro- 
vidence is but too likely to happen to thoſe that 
doat immoderately u n the World, our Saviour 
makes 2 general Appli cation of it in the Words of 
the Text: So is he that layeth up Ti reaſure for him- 
ſelf, and is not rich towards God, i. e. So, in 
© ewe degree, is it like to fare with all thoſe that Fay 
their Heart upon Riches, and put their Truſt" in 
_ but take no Care to make that wiſe Uſe of 
- which would © procure 2 laſting Intereſt in 
Go s Favour; which is more precious than vhole 
Heaps of Gold and Rubies. And this is experi- 
mentally true: for tho the Fate of ſuch Worldly- 
mf Men is not always a ſudden and unexpected - 
Death, yet their Hopes, let things go how they I 
will, vaniſh. ſill in Werren aß end wi 
Miſery.” 

From the Words "hate" pla 4 and. apply 4 1 
find Ground to raiſe theſe Two Obſervations; which 
a be the D of 852 OY Diſcourſe, » ix. 


> T3: »t II. *2 
- <0 


» Thar ; 
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i Reliance upon, them, is the moſt wretched kind of 
Folly and Improvidence. e 8 


1. That a n Deſire of Riches, anda S; Cn 


II. On che contrary, That the: beſt En njoyment, . 


and viſeſt Improvement of our worldly. W ealth, is 
to be rich towards God; that is, ſo to uſe and em-. 
ploy what we have, as to recommend our ſelves to, 


* 


; his Benediction and Favour; thereby. 55 


I. My Firſt C Obſervation is, That a — 5 De. =. 


Ch of Riches, and a fond Reliance upon them, is 
4 the moſt uh Land üg Folly and e a 5 


3 


rs — If + we oxi Fre bit hill ag is s buſced i in 5 
Getting of Wealth, we find him perpetually, full 


of anxious Cares and infinite Troubles, latigu 1 
vith conſtant Labours, entring into various Pro- 
jects, and following every Purſuit where the. Scent 


of Profit leads; vithout allowing himſelf any Reſt 


by Day, hardly any Sleep by Night. And to 4 


Purpoſe all this? Only to make himſelf very rich. 
And why that? Only in order to be ſtill richer. 


For he knovs not how to > fr Bounds ro tha Dar- - 


— 


L " 
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1 ling Paſſion that he * 5 e Other 45 


petites, tho very keen and craving, may caſily be 
appeas 'd: Our Hunger with a full Meal; our Thirſt | 
vith a large Draught: But the Man has hungers 
and thirſts after Riches cannot take his Fill of them. 


This Appetite, the more it is fed, the more greedy 


and voracious it grows; crying out ſtill, Give, 


Give; and ſwallowing all like the Grave, but never 
to be ſatisfy d. So that it may well be ſaid of the 
hungry Worldling, as Abigail did of the Churl her 
Husband, n is his wig and Folly is with 
him. For tho' it is his eager Deſire, and whole 
Study to be very rich, yet he can never find in his 


| Her to think himſelf rich enough : He vill ſtill ; 


be poor in Opinion, and therefore miſerable in Re- 
ality. So yain is all his Labour, ſo endleſs is his 
Drudgery ! 


Beſides, there's ab Snare that lyes fall 5 in | the ; 


way of him that will be. rich, and often ſtops him 
in his Progreſs, and diſappoints him of his End; 
upon which his Eye is fo earneſtly fix d, and his 


Heart fo entirely bent, that he is lie ſcrupulous 
about the Means, if by any Means he can bur hope 5 


to compaſs i it. 


This it is chat makes him fo apr to berake him- 
ſelf ro the wretched Arts of Extortion and Op- 
88 and all manner of Injuſtice and Cruelty: 


* yy This 


— 
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This he fooliſhly imagines to be the ſhorteſt Cut 
to a great Eſtate, never conſidering with all his 
Cunning, that the Curſe of God is ſtill hovering | 
over him, and ready to purſue him to his Deſtru- 
tion in his Bastet and in his Store, in the Fruit o 
his Body, and the Fruit of his Land, in the Encreaſe 
of his Kine, and the Flocks of his Sheep, and in all 
that he ſets his Hand unto. Thus, whilſt he is ma- 
king over-much haſte to be Rich, Poverty ſtealeth 
after him, and cometh upon him as an armed 
Man, and ſtrippeth him of all the Booty: He is 
forc'd to part with it himſelf, or elſe to leave it to his 
Heir, with a heavy Curſe entail'd along with it. 
So improvident and prepoſterous is this wicked Me- 
% 
Secondly, If we take a View of the Worldling 
whilſt he is Uſing the Wealth he is Poſſeſſor of, we 
ſhall find him ſtill liable to the fame Imputation. 
Whilſt he is Uſing his Wealth, did I fay > Thar poſſi- 
bly may be to put the Cafe more favourably than 
he deſerves. For perhaps he is barely the Poſſeſſor of 


it, or rather the Keeper, or the Watcher over it; 
perhaps he has not the Heart to uſe it at all: for 
this is an unnatural Symptom that frequently at- 
tends thoſe who are the moſt immoderate Lovers 
of it. Very unnatural fure! for our other Appe- 
rites ſerve to put us ih Mind of providing for the 


Neceſſities 


4 


n 
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: 3 of Nature; The Senſe of Hs and 


of Cold do naturally prompt us to ſeek for Food 

and Raiment. But, in this Starveling Diſeaſe of the 

Mind, che Man ſuffers all the Pain of eager De- 

ſire, 3 applying the proper Relief, even when 

he has it in his Power. He is inſatiably gh of 
in 


Mony, whoſe whole Value canſiſts in u 
yet he cannot endure to make uſe of it vhen he 


has it: He ſhuns Poverty of all things, and yet he 


chuſes to be poor in the midſt of Plenty; vhich is 
certainly a molt extravagant Folly, or rather a Frenzy, 
much like that which the Phyſicians call Hydropho- 
bia, that makes People afraid of couching the Wa- 
ter, even when they molt paſſionately thirſt after it. 


And yet this is an Evil (as Solomon ſays) that is tcde.6. x. 


common among Men: A Man to whom God hath. 
given Riches, Wealth, and Honour, ſo that he want- 


eth nothing for his Soul of all that he defiveth, yet 


God giveth him not Power to eat thereof, but a 
Stranger eareth it: This is Vanity, and it is an Evil 


Diſeaſe. 


But, to leave the Miſer that bu. OR to fit 
brooding over his uſeleſs Pelf, Jet us conſider him 
that runs into the other Extream, and makes 2 


vain and 2 Uſe of it; conſuming it upon 
his Luſts, in all manner of Licentious and Riotous 


. Living; or, at ow gratifying « the Senſes in 2 more 


refind | 


Ip 
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refin d way of Voluptuouſneſs, with- al the Pomp 


and Splendour of Life, and all the Delicacies of 
Art and Nature; Magnificent Buildings, Sumptuous 
Feaſtings, Muſick and Dancing, and vhatever elſe 


s moſt exquiſitely delightful in its Kind. Now it 
muſt be ſaid of the Man that devotes himſelf to 
this kind of Life, and deſires to make no other 


uſe of his Time or Mony, that he is too improvi- 
dent and negligent of both: For certainly a good 


Part of both might be employ' d to much better 


Advantage, as will be ſeen by and by. 

In the mean time, amidſt all theſe agrecable A- 
muſements and Entertainments, ſome Defilement 
(more or leſs) will be contracted; the Affections 


will be drawn away, the Thoughts too much di- 


verted, that Seriouſneſs and Compoſedneſs which - 


Religion requires ſcatter d: and, whilſt the outvard 


Senſes are continually feaſted, the Soul vill grow 
bean, as being utterly bereav d of all ſpiritual Good, 
vithout ſo much as the Reliſh of it. 


In a Word, Whilſt there is fo much of Paradiſe 
(in fuch Mens Opinion) to be enjoy'd upon Earth, 
the Hope or Deſire of Heaven will find but little 


Place. And ſure This muſt be tax'd for the greateſt 


Improvidence that can be, to proſecute a preſent 
fooliſh Pleaſure, with the Neglect, nay the For- 


feiture of a future, more important, and more 


/ 


1 
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durable Intereſt, As vill ſtill be - more appa- 
VV „ 5 
- Thirdly, We look upon the Man that doats on 

this World, when he is once ſummon'd to leave it. 


For then the anxious. Pleaſure (if it may be call d 


by that Name) of Getting Wealth, and the frothy 
Pleaſure of Spending it in Vanities, vill Both ceaſe. 
The penurious Miſer, when once he perceives Death 


approaching, will caſt his languiſhing Eyes about 


him, and ſoon ſpy the long expecting Heir ready 


to ſeize upon his vell-xept Treaſure; which will 
ive the Wretch a Pain as piercing as that of Death 


ir ſl Then he will ſee Reaſon to call himſelf 


| Fool, for Defrauding his own Soul, and making 
himſelf the vileſt of Slaves, for One that perhaps 
returns him but little Thanks, becauſe he at laſt 


unwillingly parts with what he can keep no longer. 


And perhaps his hard Heart may begin. a little to 
relent too, and to wiſh that ſome of that hoarded 
Gold, which muſt now ſee the Light againſt his 
Will, had been before beſtow'd in ſuch Acts of Pi- 
ety and Mercy, as might have brought him in ſome 
Comfort in this the Day of his Neceſſity; which 
he vainly hopes (when tis now too late) to redeem 
by a Tax upon his Heir, and ſome charitable. Be- 

queſts upon his Death- Bec. eee poked 


And 
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And as [Ge the Jolly Epicure, 6 Aſpect of 


Death muſt needs be a very unwelcome Surprize to 


him, whoſe whole Study it had been to refine up- 


on the Pleaſures of Life, vithout the melancholy 


| * of Dying. And therefore when he finds 


Eccle.41.1. 


he muſt die, he will be apt to cry out in the An- 
guiſh of his Soul, O Death, how bitter is the Re- 
membrance of thee to the Man that liveth at Reft in 


bis Poſſeſſions, that hath nothing to vex him, and * 


that hath Profperity in all Things! Eſpecially to one 


that is in the Strength and Vigour of his Years, 


and has had the higheſt Reliſh of all pleaſurable | 


Enjoyments; of which the Remembrance allo 1s 


Phat Yz. 
: Tau £X@ 
dc Lp 
4 9 * 
oy 


now become bitter. 
It is indeed ſaid of Sardanapalus, 2 Prince infa. 

mous for his Effeminacy, that it was engraven up- 

on his Tomb, All That's' my own, that I have 


ſpent in Luxury and Lewdneſs. But ſurely it can 


be no Cordial to a Chriſtian upon his ſick Bed; it 
muſt rather be à very unpleaſing Reflection at the 


Approach of Death, for a Man to look back upon 


his aſt Life, and find it all laviſh'd away in fro- 


me Delights, or even the more innocent ſort 


of Pleaſures; ö This is all the Uſe that he has 


made of a plentiful Fortune. For however ſuch a - 


his Senſes, | vithout wiſhing that he had - Gag of 


Man might venture to live, he can hardly die in 


the 
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the exceſſive Riches of his own Apparel, to cloath 
the naked; and of the Superfluity of his own coſt- 
ly Dainties, to feed the hungry; and that he had 
ſpar d ſome Time from his Mirth and Revelling, 
for devout Meditation and religious Retirement. 
| Death cannot but convince him of the deplorable 
- Folly of Neglecting theſe Things in their proper 
Seaſon : Which muſt make not only the Reflection 
grating to him at the preſent, but the Proſpect {till 
more uncomfortable for 'the future. Which we 
hall ke, 6 ' = Ev = IE 
Fourthly, We take our laſt View of the World- 
ling, when he comes to appear before God's Tri- 
bunal, and render an Account of what he has re- 
ceivd. For then the Miſer that fo carefully hid 
' what vas committed to his Truſt in a Napkin, and | 
the Prodigal that fo heedleſſy ſquander'd it away in 
Purſuit of Vanities, will Both {tand trembling with | 
| Guilt, and under dreadful Apprehenſions of the 
Woe fo juſtly denounc'd againſt All ſuch by the A- 
poſtle St. Fames: Go to now, ye rich Men, weep James5.r, | 
and howl for your Miſeries that ſhall come upon ***** | 
you. Tour Riches are corrupted, and pour Garments 
Moth. eaten: your Gold and Silver is cankered, and 
the Ruſt of them ſhall be a Witneſs againſt you, and 
Gall eat your Fleſh as it were Fire: N have heaped | 
Treaſure together” for the laft Days. Behold, the * 1 
„ | f 
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N 
n 


of the Labourers which hove reaped Jown your Fields, 


— 


which is of you kept back by Fraud, crieth: and the 


Cries of them which have reaped are enter d into the 


Ears of the Lord of Sabbaoth. | Te have lived in 


Pleaſure on the Earth, and been wanton; ye have 


nouriſhed your Hearts as in a Day of Slaughter: Te 


hade condemned and killed the Fuſt, and he doth not 


refift you. . 


Conſcious therefore of having received their Good 


Fl 


Things in their Life- time, and fo much abus d them, 


Mat. 25. 
41. S 


they muſt expect then to receive Evil Things; They 


can expect no other but to hear, to their Eternal 
Confuſion, the laſt peremptory Sentence, even of 
the Judge that would have ſhewn em Mercy, if 

there had been room for it: Depart from me, ye 


' Curſed, into everlaſting Fire prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels. For I was an hungred, and ye gave 


me no Meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave me no 


Drink, I was a Stranger, and ye took me. not in; 
naked, and ye cloathed me not; Sick and in Priſon, 
and ye viſited me not. — 


% 


And all Pleas-will then be in vaine” for if they 


| ſhould pretend to anſwer, ſaying, Lord, when ſaw 


wwe thee an hungred, or à thirſt, or a Stranger, or 


waked, or Sick and in Priſon, and did not Miniſter | 
unto thee? He ſhall anſwer them again, and ſilence 
them for ever, Perily I ſay unto you, Inaſmuch as 
F ied : | 5 . 5 : — | a ; ye 
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ye did it not to one N oy leaf of theſe my Sibel: 
ye did it not unto. me. And no in the laſt Reſult 


olf Things, ve cannot but be ſenſible of the wretch⸗- 


ed Improvidence, and the remedileſs Folly of all 
that lay up Treaſure for themſelves, and are not 


rich towards God; becauſe we ſee what their final 


Doom is. like to be 5 
I come now to wanne good: my Second Oblerns- 


tion, VIE. | 

II. Thar on che contrary, the beſt Enjoytine, 
and viſeſt Improvernent of our worldly Wealth, is 
to be rich towards God; or, as St. Paul expreſſes it, 


to be rich in good Works : Which is the certain 


Way to recommend our ſelves to the Divine Bene- 
diction and Favour; which is ever attending upon 
the Man that is ſo piouſly, fo charicably diſpos d, 
under every Circumſtance that ve can conſider. 


him. 


already,” let us conſider him, © - +: 
C Firſt, As employing himſelf in his Lavfal vow? 
tion, to provide for himſelf and Family, or to get 
an Eſtate; and we ſhall find that he e looks 


1 up to God in the firſt Place, as the Diſpenſer of 
all good Things, and the Diſpoſer of all Mens 


Fortunes And therefore he preſumes not to be his 
| own Carver, or to ſeek to 8 his Condition in 


To follow heeefore the Track i in 1 which ve are 
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155 Male 5 God approves not. 1203 — 
Himel to be much ſafer and more likely to proſper 
in a firm, Dependance upon his good Providence, 
not excluding his own moderate Care, and honeſt; * 
Induſtry y, and frugal Management; which are all 
of em, in the natural Tendency of Things, very 
thriving Virtues. And befides. as the propereſt | 
Expreſſion of his Truſt in God, he never fails to 
r put up his humble Prayer, that God would bleſs. 
bis Endeavours in ſuch manner as may be moſt ex- 
pedient for him. And to ſhew that he entertains 
no Doubt of the Goodneſs of Providence, he omits. 


| Luke 11. not to Giue Alms, of ſuch Things « as he hath; if CT 


4¹. 


has but little, he does his Diligence gladly to give 


1 Tim of that little, reſting fully aſſur d that Godlineſs with 
Heb. 13. 3. Contentment is great Gain; and that if his Con 


ation be without, Covetouſneſs, and he remain con- 
tent with ſuch Things as he hath, God will not leave 


reo. ag. af. him nor forſake him; 5, that he that giveth to the 


Pro.xg.x7- Poor ſhall not lack; that he that hath Pity on the. 
Poor lendeth to. the Lord, and that which. be bath. 
given ſhall be paid him again. It muſt be granted 
| therefore, that ſuch a Man has the trueſt Enjoymeat. 
of what he poſleſſes, and is in the faireſt way to. 
improve it; whether we conſider the Eaſineſs of his 
Mind and the Cleatneſs of his Conſcience, or the 

une of his Prpegdaner, 1 and, the Intereſt that: 

' | 5 5 he 
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be bas in ERR 8 gracious e kits is a Trea- 
ſury that will never fail him. In the mean time, 
Better is a little with the Fear of the Lord, than 
great Treaſure and Trouble therewith 5 Which is als 
ways the plenteous Portion of the ungodly World- 
| bs: -Of Rl which ve thall till | be farther farich- 
cc, if, 


3 We examine he pious 183 Wein 


3 "+ gh how he behaves himſelf i in the Uſe of that 


Wealth with which God hath proſperd him: For 


That will ever be with all Sobriety, and Moderati- 


on, and Humility, and Thankfulneſs. He eſteems 


his Riches to be bat bountiful Gifts of Heaven, and 


by therefore. he makes a religious Scruple of rendring 


them uſeleſs to Himſelf or Others; and much more 
of Abuſing them to the Diſhonour of God, and 


the Defiling of his own Soul. No! He knows 
they were defign'd for Inſtruments of Good, and 


he thinks himlelf ſtrictly bound to apply them to 


their proper Uſe: He ſtudies and delights to do 


Good with them, and he finds his Pleaſure in his 
Duty: And whatſoever of that kind hie Hand find. 
eth to do, he doth it with all his Might, and with- 
out Delay, left he ſhould be cramp'd in his Abili- 
ties, or mils of the Opportunity after ward. His 
Benevolence is univerſal, and glad would he be if 
his Liberality cook be ſo too: but he extends it as 


Eccle 9.0. 


* 


. as it ic will g go, . heels out be he FE nd * 
ſerving Objects to place it upon; and contrives, if 
it may be, to make it doubly beneficial, conducing 
to the Edification as well as Comfort of thoſe that 
taſte it, and falurary both to their Souls and Bodies. 
And this is a Tribute that he is conſtantly paying, 
out of Gratitude to his kind Preſerver and RG 
| for, and in Expectation of his future Bleflings. 
: Chro-29. He knows indeed that All gomerh of his Hand, and 
that he giveth him of his own: But yet he hum- 
bly hopes that God is pleas'd with ſuch Oblations, 
— — They are of his own Appointment, and the 
beſt that we are capable of making; and becauſe 
he has declared his Acceptance of them by the En- 
couraging Promiſes annexed to them: ach a are. - 
aCor.9.6. thoſe; He that ſoweth bountifully ſhall reap bounti- 
Pro.11.18. fully. He that ſoweth Righteouſneſs ſhall have a 


| Pro. 3. 9. ſure Nied. Honour the Lord with thy Sub ſtance; 


fo hall thy Barns be filled with Plenty, and tb 


| Preſſes fall burſt out with new Wine; and the like. 
Since therefore ſuch a Man as this has the Plea- 
ſure of doing Good, vhich is the moſt agreeable of 
all Pleaſures; fince he has the Complacency of dif- 
charging his Duty faithfully, and acting a grateful 
Part towards his God, lich is the ſereneſt of all 
Comforts; ſince he has ſuch ample Aſſurance of a 
* 8 to the Greatnels of his 
| ET. kl 2 


a o 
7 
, 


— 


o 1 1 3 . , 
12 2 : , » # % I 
— oo ge rig Ee vs * n #- . ; 2 v 9 * * 
: 55 ; 8 * „ Bp ld "2 = : 22 # £ 8 1 85 : 
. * * — : a . P 2 ; . I : *— FT yo 
; . - ” £ N 3 5 - & 
% < 4 5 \ 2 J id 
. . x ” 
F / k 
95 ; * 
* 5 — 2 rr n 1 - * 9 NA * 8 k 


Charity, and of the Encreaſe of Bleſſings upon his 
Head, ic muſt be own'd that the beſt Enjoyment, 
the viſeſt Improvement of our Worldly Wealth; 
conſiſts in being thus Rich towards God. And,. 
Thirdly, So it will be found to do more eſpeci- 
ally, if ve look into the State of the Pious and Cha- 
ritable Soul when he comes to die. For as he was 
not over- fond of Life, nor any of its Enjoyments. 
ſo he vill not be exceedingly terrified at the Ap- 
pearance of Death: As he vas not much enamout d 
of any Earthly Good, ſo neither will he be ex- 
treamly concern'd to part with them All. He vill ra- 
ther ſee Reaſon to rejoice, whilſt he is diſpatching. 
the laſt great Work of Self Examination, to find 1 
himſelf free from all Gripings and Pangs of Con- : 


| 
j 
| 
| 
4 
; 
| 


ſcience about any unlawful Gains; and. from all | 
Doubts and Perplexities concerning a ſufficient Re ' _ | 
ſtitution: Nay, he will perceive a ſecret Applauſe | 
from within, and a ſweet Conſolation attending it, | 


_when upon ſerious Recollection he finds, that it 
has been his habitual Practice to do Good, and to Rb 
communicate; that he has been inceſſantly employ'd - 
in this Labour of Love; that he has liv'd to ſee the 
happy Fruits of it in ſome meaſure himſelf; and 
that he ſhall leave many living Monuments behind 
him (and perhaps ſome more durable than the Life 
of Man) of his large and extenſive Charity. _ 
F;; e ee ee 
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a tek 1s entertaining. him wick a 1 | 
fortable Reflections, he: may look: chearfully Beyond 
the Grave, and ſafely reckon that he hath made ſo 
good a Friend even 5 this falſe Mammon, - as by 
Means thereof to procure 4 Reception into everlaſt- 
ing Habitations : Like the Merchant that Sojourns 
— Trafficks in Foreign Parts, but takes Care by 
degrees to fend his Effects into his own Country, 
where he intends at laſt to take up his ſettled Re- 
ſidence. And this ſure muſt be allow 'd to be the 
trueſt Enjoyment of Wealth, that affords Comfort 
when all other Earthly Comforts fail; This the 
viſeſt Improvement of it, that N an Intereſt 
in Heaven. Which will be made good to the Righ- 
teous Soul experimentally, wha, 155. 
 Fourthly and Laftly, He comes to appear * 
1 God at the laſt great Audit, to give up bis 
Accounts. For thither vill the Teſtimony of a 
good e ee and the Acclamations and Prayers 
forts the Poor and Needy, the Fatherleſs and the Wi- 
dow, accompany him, to be his Vouchers, that he 
Was all along that Wiſe and Faithful Servant, who 
took Care to give to every one of the Houſbold their 
Portion of Meat in due Seaſon, and in full Mea- 
ſure; and his Lord alſo will vouchſafe to bear him 
VPi.itneſs, that he himſelf at his coming found him ſo 
doing: And thereupon he vill make him Ruler of 
all his Goods, and Partaker of His To e And- 


— — 


” 
* ” " 
- — . Dr rn 1 — : 
moo ——— — — — 


c 


b Dr. M oſs 4 He men | 


— 


— 
e 9 
n * 
a ann 


1 _ . 5 * the happy R of all $ 


6 that go and do likewiſe: They mall all in their 


- Turns was the - welcome Euge, and hear the 


Voice of Chriſt with inconceivable Tranſport, fay- _ 


Matt. 25 | 


ing. Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, inherit the King- 


dom prepared for you from the Foundation of. the 
_ World. For I was an hungred, and ye gave me 


34, Ge. 


Meat ; 1 was thirſty, and ye gave me Drink; I was : 


4 Stranger, and ye took me in; Naked, and ye 
cloathed me; Sick and in Priſon, a Je came unto 
me. And tho' theſe Righteous Souls, in an hum- 
ble Senſe of their own Defects; and the little Va- 
lue of their Services, ; ſhould ſay, Lord, when did 


ve all this unto. thez > This ſhall-not deprive * em of 


the Reward of à well-intended: Charity: For the 


King ſhall anſwer them with marvellous Condeſcen- 


a Saying, VerilyiI la ay. unto ou, inaſmuch as you. 
| Have: done it to the leaſt of theſe. my. Brethren, ye. 


hade done it unto me: He vill graciouſly impute, 


accept, and reward it, as done to "himſelf. Which is 


ſuch an Exuberancy of Mercy, t that it were cnough; 


one. would: think, to convince eyen.. an Earthly 


Mind of the Excellency of Charity; and of 5 


noble Improvement that he might make of his 


Wealth by Depoſiting it with, God, and Exchanging: 


ir reer the never üg Joys: Ard. Cherie of Hcaven. 


177 


And. 


th 
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AW thus 1 have endeayour'd briefly t ro make out 
Al Iat firſt propos d; more briefly indeed than 
ſuch a Copious Subject ought to ws been hand- 
led: But as I vas loath to make this Solemnity too 
tediqus, ſo I em refolv'd not to mil-{pend your 
Time, nor abuſe your Patience, by diverting to 
any thing N is Patty boreign and unſuicable 
to the Occaſion. 

For what remains aheteforg I maſt TAS "WM 
Liberty (in the Apoſtle's Name) to charge and moſt 
earneſtly exhort you that are rich in this World, that 


you be not high. minded, nor truſt in uncertain Riches, 
(which is all but Folly and Improvidence) bur in te 


living God, who giveth you all things richly to en- 
Joy. And, as the ſureſt Token of your firm Truſt 
in God, and the beſt Method of imp proving . what. 


you have, that you do good; that you be rich im 


good Works; ready to diftribute ; willing to Commu- 
nicate ; laying up. in Store for your - ſelves a good 
, Foundation or Security againſt the Time to come; a 
Bank in Heaven, not of Merit, but of Mercy, 
which vill yield you a TRE for all that 55 
you beſtow in Charity. "Is | 
And this Fund is always open; "and you ive the 
Opportunity of making vaſt Improvements now 
: before you, as you will ſoon be convinc'd, if you 


1 5 | Be 
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read a a true eee Ge. FA | 


Here the ſeveral. Reporte avere read of the pre- 

ent State of Chriſt's, St. Bartholomew's, 
S.. Thomas, Bride well and Bethlem Hoſpitals: 
Wal, Lale, alſo of the newly Erected Corporation for 
et Work-houſes in the City and Tan Li 


LORE 


: \ You perceive; (Right Honourable avid 2 of ul) 
dhat the Fund of Charity is ſtill open, and God 5 
 - Receivers are ready to take your Pious Contributi- 
ons; and you have Variety of Objects preſenting 
themſelves, all extr amly well. worthy of your Chri- 
ſtian Conſideration and Compaſſion. 
In the Firſt Place, The Innocence of Childhood 
and Youth, as yet uncortupted, pleads hard ro be 

remov d in time from the Contagion of ill Exam- 
ple; and to be receiv'd into your Schools, and In- 
ſtructed and Educated there, and train d up to In- 
; duſtry. and Virtue: that fo, in their Degree, they 
may become profitable to the Common - wealth, and 
Smd, in ſome meaſure, of recompencing this 
your well plac d Charity, either by their Faithful- 
neſs and Diligence in the Quality of menial Ser- 


vants to you. ar home, or TT their more Publick 
D 8 and 
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and Useful Services at Sag and perhaps at laſt * 
grateful Benefactions ro the Place of their Educa- 
tion. 


Next, Decrepit Age beeiding under the Weight 
of its own Infitmities, or worn Out by hard Labour, 


and no longer able to ſuſtain it ſelf, craves ſome 


Support, ſome Comfort at your Hands, only vhilſt 


It is creeping leiſurely to the Grave, to find a ins 


7295 place there. 


Then, The Sorrow and An gui Sch attends 
Chronical Diſeaſes, and the Pains and Aches of the 
Maim'd and Wounded,implore your charitable Help; 


that theſe Evils, grievous enough in themſelves, may 


not thro Neglect become eh nor thro' 


Poverty inſupporrable. . 


Moſt eſpecially, Thoſe Maims mel Wounds: and 
other Diſaſters, which are uſually brought from the 
Wars, as the Marks of the poor Sufferer's Valour, 
and the Pledges of your own Safery, do juſtly chal- 
lenge your tendereſt Care and Concern.” They 


challenge it, I ſay, of ſtricteſt Right: For it vould 


be not only uncharitable, but heinouſſy unjuſt and 
e * even barbarous too, to neglect and 
deſert them in their greateſt Need, who have ſo 


gallantly defended you vith the utmoſt Peril of their 
Lives, and the actual Loſs of Health or Limbs; 


52 Der and ar: Limbs, which” they have 
„ 


— ——Iůͤ— — 


"IO ks eyen = nl widua as al Rah- . 
Gene of thoſe Eſtates,” which you the mean while, 
under their Sauve genes have been n Rajlang 

and Encreaſing. d ot 34 | 

And, amongſt all ihe: ul; you cannot forget 
thoſe molt unhappy Wretches who are depriv'd of 
the Uſe of their Reaſon, thro the Fumes of blackeſt 

Melancholy, or the Hear of raging Madneſs. Their 
deplorable Calamities cry aloud for your Commi- 
ſeration, and the Phyſician's niceſt Skill and viſeſt 
Conduct ; as being ſo £ uncapable of governing them- 
ſelves, ſo unmanagable by their Friends, fo unfit 
to be convers d with, ſo uncomfortable to be ſeen 
indeed by the reſt of Mankind. 

Loftly, Audacious Lewdneſs chat haunts - your 
Streets by Night, and ſturdy Idleneſs that burdens 
them by Day, do Both beſpeak and provoke that 
ſort of Charity from you which is proper in their 
Caſe, viz. due Correction, and a Confinement to 
conſtant Labour, which is the readieſt way . you 
have to caſe your ſelves of theſe Publick Nuſances. 

- You have here (Beloved). in this Catalogue va- 
rious Methods and Opportunities of doing Good 
preſented to your Choice; ſuch as require a very 
large Stock and liberal Su plies; and are enough to 

meet with the good In dinations 4 100 ve [-di- 


you Perſon. | 
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| | .. In like manner, vhen you contribute towards the 


Themas Relief an of Perſons r 
e. Relief and Support of Perſons that are diſabled by 


— I 


—— 


Re WY _— 2 — 


And as Wiſe Men love to lay out their Mony 
to the beſt Advantage; and good Men ' would be 
glad, of all things, to ſee and be certain of the Suc- 
ceſs of what they beſtow in Charity; fo you have 
all poſſible Aſſurance, that what you give to any of 


the Charitable Foundations before referr d to, is 
put into Honourable Hands, and carefully and wiſely 
apply d: And the Contributers may have the Satiſ- 
faction to ſec, and be ſenſible of the happy Fruits 
of their Charity, and to be themſelves immediate 
i them den e 


mY 


chris Thus when you contribute towards the Educa- 


(| Hoſpital, 7 R a | | | | 
2 Hen. tion of poor Children, who would otherwiſe be 


uſes, 


turn'd looſe into. a wicked World, without ſo much 

as the Seeds of Virtue, or any Seaſoning of good 
Manner, you do, in Effect, contribute to their 
Well-being both here and hereafter; you promote 
the Honour of God, and the Intereſt of Religion; 
pou ſer the trueſt Step towards an orderly Reforma- 
tion: And at the ſame time, like Wiſe Oeconomiſts, 
you breed up towardly Segvants to your own Hands, 
and ſuch as are likely to prove uſeful in their Ge- 
neration; the Benefit of vhich redounds to the 
whole Community, and to your felves in particu- 

| lar, vho are ſuch conſiderable Members of it. 


e 
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Sicknels, Age, or Accident, or ſuch as are oppreſs d 


wich Families too numerous to be maintain'd with —- 
all their painful Labour, you do molt effectuallß 
encourage Honeſty and Induſtry; which is alſo ad- 
vantagious both to your ſelves and to the Publick. 
Thus again, when you contribute towards rhe 
Cure or Maintenance of poor Soldiers and Seamen, 
- who return from fighting your Battels, ſick, maim'd 
or wounded, you invite and animate Others 1 
to enter chearfully into the Service of their Coun- nr 
try; and thereby you eſtabliſh your own Security. 
And fo alſo, when you contribute towards the Re- 
covery of ſuch as are diſtemper'd in Mind as well rethlem- 
Body, you do what lies in you to preſerve and re- 
ſtore thoſe, who would perfectly be loſt to themſelves, 
and to the World; nay who would otherwile cer- 
tainly annoy others, if not deſtroy themſelves.” | 
8 In fine, when you. contribute to thoſe moſt ne- 
ceſſary Hoſpitals, that are appointed to entertain Binn 
idle Vagrants and diſorderly Livers, to bow their 5 
Backs to Diſcipline and Labour, and to keep them 
confin'd for that purpoſe, you remove a gieat deal 
of Filth and Scandal from your Doors; you ſecure 
your ſelves in ſome meaſure from Thieves; and 
your Sons and Servants from that which is the too 


common Bane of Youth, the Enticement of ſhame- 1 


lefs Proſtitutes; you employ thoſe Hands honeſtly. - 
581 p and - 
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= aſfully, which, if left to themſelves, EVP by 
one Means or other find the way into your Pock- 
ets; in a word, you fave even theſe Profligates ma- 
ny times from infamous Deaths; ſometimes - poſſi- 
bly (by God's extraordinary Grace) from eternal 
Deſtructioun. 
And thus you have ſeen, upon . 
all theſe Particulars, that what is appropriated to 
ſuch Charitable Uſes, is Mony well beltow'd, aud 
well Improv'd; and that the very Duty of Charity 
is of it ſelf conducive to your Temporal Intereſt. 
But Theſe you muſt look upon (ſo far as they 
regard only Temporals) to be but prudential Con- 
+ ana jaw; and the lower fort of Motives. You 
| have higher Proſpects before you; the true Advan- 
rages of Charity are of a nobler kind: for it enti- 
tles you to all the choiceſt Bleſſings and Comforts 
that do either ſweeten the Cares of this Life, or 
crown the Happineſs of the next. 


O ler not theſe precious Advantages ſlip out of 


Galt 65 your Hands: for in due Seaſon ye ſhall reap, if ye 


| faint not. It will be thought no Upbraiding ſure 
to tell you, that there are Abundance of Riches in 
this great City; and that within theſe laſt Sixteen 
Years, even under the Burden of publick Taxes, 
beſide other Obſtructions, you have made a pro- 


digious Increaſe, many of you, in your own pri- 
vate 
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vate Fortunes. And yet you will liſten to me, I 
hope, if I take upon me to ſay, that they are ſtill 
capable of greater and better Improvements: And 
the Way. is plainly chalk' d out to you in the fore- 


going Diſcourſe. It is, what I promiſe my {elf you 


will eaſily be perſuaded to, to truſt a good Part of 


your ſuperfluous Treaſure there, where you are ſure 


ſhall you beſt enſure the Poſſeſſion, and ſanctifie the 


Enjoyment of all the reſt to your ſelves: So may 


you humbly hope that the Providence of God will 


ng 


. which God has given you ſuch ſufficient Abilities, 
and ſo many Opportunities; in anſwering the Ends 
of your Creation, and purſuing the Deſigns of his 


conſtantly watch over you for Good; and carry 
out your Ships with Safety, and bring them home 


again laden with Plenty. Bur whatever meaſure of 
Proſperity God ſhall fee fit to bleſs you with, you 
will be ſure to taſte his Goodneſs therewith, and 


will feel a moſt ſenſible Pleaſure in doing Good, for 


Providence; in being grateful ro your beſt Benefa- 


Ctor, and faithful in the Diſcharge of your Stew- | 


ardſhips, 


to have the largeſt Intereſt, as well as the moſt un- 
doubted Security. Be rich towards God: Dedicate 
what you-can well ſpare to Piety and Charity: So 


find the ſweeteſt Reliſh in it: You will have the 
continual Feaſt of a good Conſcience, to add Chear- 
fulneſs to This and all other your Feſtivals: You 
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Dr. Moſs: 8 Ez To T: 
Mice, ro o him that is the Lord md Propricor of 1 
the Univerſe. WF. | 
Lou will reap. 0 nel Conſolation in- þ 

x cor ij. zi uf ing this World as not abuſing it, nor abuſing your 
ſelves; for the ſake of it; which will Prepare you to 

P with it too, as Thoſe chat were never vedded 

to it, but always preparing Tor Another, You will 
ave the Satisfaction of leaving Eſtates honeſtly 

got and well imploy'd, with an Entail of Bleſſings 5 

upon your Poſteriry : And the equal Satisfaction of 
leaving a fragrant Memory and fruitful Example be- 

hind you too, which vill caſt a Light ſo very brig ght 

and ſhining before Men, that it will en to 
them all the Beauties of Charity, and provoke them 
Abbie, 10 Love and to good Works, and excite them, to 
gloriſie Cod after ſo worthy and excellent a Pattern. 
To conclude all, When EE Earthly Tabernacles 

ſhall fail-and monider into Duſt, then, then moſt 
eſpecially ſhall your Hearts be 5ill d and rais'd with 

the joyful Ex . of being reſtord to Life, and 
Immortality, and tranſlated into thoſe bliſsful Man- 
ſions, vhere Faith hall be turn'd into. Viſion, and | 

Hope ſwallowed up in Fruition; but Charity fliall _ 

ſtill abide, exerciſed, exalted, and infinitely tran- 
ſported With Seeing, Enjoying, Admiring, Adoring, 

gans and Loving that Fl h is Love, for ever and 
Were Annen. elne ry rr Auld; 73G bas  YOTI => 
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